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First House Delegation There Since End of Balkan Conflict

Washington -- Leading the first House delegation into post-war                Kosova since the termination of the NATO bombing campaign, Congressman                John Olver (D-MA), Ranking Member of the House Military Construction                Appropriations Subcommittee, and Chairman of the Subcommittee Dave                Hobson (R-Ohio), headed a bipartisan group of seven House lawmakers                to visit with U.S. troops last week and toured the war-ravaged sections                of the southern Balkan region.              

The week-long CODEL (Congressional Delegation) began on July 5th                and included scheduled visits to U.S. military bases and temporary                military camps in Italy, Croatia, Macedonia, England, and the U.S.-controlled                area of Kosova. The visits allowed the delegation to review and                inspect military installations and facilities and to meet with U.S.                troops and NATO commanders about their current mission in the Balkans.                The CODEL included Representatives Kay Granger (R-Tex.), also a                member of the subcommittee, Robert E. œBud” Cramer (D-Ala.), John                Boehner (R-Ohio), Dan Miller (R-Fla.), Todd Tiahrt (R-Kan.), and                Karen Thurman (D-Fla.).              

œOur job was to talk with military personnel, listen to their experiences,                and determine whether their military facilities are adequate on                both a strategic and personal level,” Olver said.  œAs the                Ranking Member on the Military Construction subcommittee, my number                one priority is to ensure that the men and women serving our country                are provided with safe housing accommodations, and that they have                access to adequate day care, education and health care facilities,”                Olver said.              

Among the CODEL°s many stops was the small Albanian city of Urosovec,                where a number of local businesses were destroyed by Serb forces.                 The CODEL also visited a small village near Camp Bondsteel, outside                of Ursosevec, where all but one of the six family homes were burned                to the ground, inducing survivors to take refuge together in a single                 solitary home.  Serb forces compounded the damage by destroying                a woodworking factory which served as the sole source of employment                for the village°s residents.  Members surveyed the rubble and                queried families on the experiences of the last several months.              

Members were also told of a horrifying incident in a town -- now                controlled by the U.S. military -- in which Serb forces shot and                killed 22 innocent civilians, threw them into a well, and then tossed                slaughtered cows on their dead bodies before firebombing the well.              

œThe human tragedy is truly astounding,” Congressman Olver said                today.  œWe witnessed first-hand how these Kosovar families                are putting their lives back together, and how the U.S. military                and international peacekeeping forces are bringing stability and                order back to their lives and their communities.”              

At the conclusion of the trip, Olver commented, œIt is now up to                our Subcommittee to provide funding for facility enhancements that                will allow our forces to successfully finish their mission in the                Balkans.             
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